
New CD release and a Retrospective of his life’s work

A DOUBLE CD ANTHOLOGY

‘DONOVAN RETROSPECTIVE’

The Hits and Donovan’s own selections

Including a brand new single ‘ONE ENGLISH SUMMER’

“I really enjoyed the sessions I did with Donovan. They’re still very memorable to me. He 
set the whole mood with his guitar playing. I wouldn’t underestimate him at all as a 
guitarist, nor should he be, because he’s really a solid player. His timing is excellent. He is  
a great writer and is really consistent all the way through”.  Jimmy Page

Donovan, ‘60s legend, icon, poet and one of our most enduring singer-songwriters, is 
returning this year to mark his 50th year in the music business. This most auspicious 
anniversary will prompt a major renaissance for the man whose fingerprints can be seen 
throughout the last half century of popular music.

Union Square Music join Donovan in his 50th anniversary celebrations. Donovan will 
spend the year in a hive of activity, releasing a two disc anthology called ‘Donovan 
Retrospective’ on June 8th, which will be made up of selections from his ‘60s catalogue 
chosen by Donovan and a brand new reggae-style single ‘One English Summer’.

Tracklisting:

CD1: Sunshine Superman, Season Of The Witch, The Hurdy Gurdy Man, Lalena, There Is 
A Mountain, Barabajagal, Catch The Wind, Epistle To Dippy, Universal Soldier, To Susan 
On The West Coast Waiting, Colours, Jenifer Juniper, Wear Your Love Like Heaven, 
Mellow Yellow, Atlantis, One English Summer (new track).

CD2: Superlungs (My Super Girl), Hey Gyp (Dig The Slowness), Summer day Reflection 
Song, Sunny South Kensington, Ballad of Geraldine, Three Kingfishers, Oh Deed I Do, Get 
Thy Bearings, Turquoise, Legend Of a Girl Child Linda,  Sunny Goodge Street, Writer in 
The Sun, Hampstead Incident.



“I am delighted to be celebrating the Fiftieth Anniversary of my work. It has always been 
my wish to offer as many as possible an alternative. See you in a concert soon!” Says 
Donovan.

“Union Square are very pleased to be working with Donovan on this richly deserved 
retrospective tribute to his remarkable 50 year career. His involvement in selecting the 
tracks for inclusion on the 2CD anthology sets it apart from other collections of his work, 
as who better than the writer himself to choose the songs from such an incredible, much 
loved body of work?”  Peter Stack, Managing Director Union Square Music

He was 18 years old when he had his first hit, ‘Catch The Wind’, for which he received the 
prestigious  Ivor Novello Award, and since then the man born Donovan Leitch in Scotland 
in 1946 has been pop star and folk troubadour, a flag bearer for all things psychedelic, and 
one of the early adopters (and subsequent promoters) of Transcendental Meditation, now 
one of the most recognized, and practiced, meditation techniques in the world.

Following his first Top 5 record,  Donovan scored 10  other hit singles ‘Colours’, ‘Universal 
Soldier’, ‘Sunshine  Superman’, ‘Mellow  Yellow’, ‘The Hurdy  Gurdy  Man’, ‘Lalena’,  
Jenifer Juniper’, ‘There is a Mountain’; Wear Your Love Like Heaven’, ‘Barabajagal’ and 
‘Atlantis ’.

Donovan has  recently  been  inducted  into The  Rock &  Roll  Hall  of  Fame (2012)  and 
The  Songwriters  Hall of  Fame  (2014 ),  and  received  The  Mojo  Maverick  Award  from 
Jimmy Page.

In many ways, his career has been a series of firsts. In addition to creating the first 
psychedelic album (Sunshine Superman in 1966), he was the first ‘Rolling Stone Interview’ 
in the first issue of Rolling Stone magazine in 1967. He was the first solo artist to sell out 
Madison Square Garden, and coined the phrase ‘Celtic Rock’. And he is surely the first, and 
arguably the only, artist to have influenced both Led Zeppelin and Belle and Sebastian,  
among so many others. Thousands  of  cover  versions  of  his songs  attest  to  his 
importance as a  songwriter and recording studio innovator.

His unique work continues to influence new bands and singers. That’s quite a breadth of 
accomplishment. But then breadth was what he always did best. His album Sunshine 
Superman (1965/1966)   introduced Flower Power to  the  world  and  influenced   his 
friends  The  Beatles  to create  their 1967 album  Sgt. Pepper, and  he contributed  lyrics  to 
their  songs. He taught John Lennon, Paul McCartney and George Harrison to finger pick 
the guitar on their famous  trip  to India to study Transcendental  Meditation.  George 
Harrison later said of their friend, “Donovan is all over The White Album“.

For over 45  years  and  up  to  the  present  day,  his evocative  songs  are  consistently 
requested  for  major  films , hit  TV  series  and  top  commercials, spreading  his  work 
further  into  new  audiences.

It’s all a long way from that heady decade that birthed him, but 2015 will confirm Donovan 
as so much more than a mere heritage act. He is the history of British rock and pop 
distilled into one man. He is an institution, and his legacy and influence will ensure that he 
is part of its future, too.

“Like  the  good  troubadour  he  was  Donovan played  the  mystic, the  sage  the  carnival 
barker, the prankster and  even at  times  The  Star , if  that’s what “you”  needed. Way 



ahead  of  his  time in production (a  small fact  historians usually  overlook in all their  Pet 
and  Pepper sounding), and a  terribly  ace  songwriter. A  top  man in my book, and 
somebody  I  wish  I  would  run into  in a  park on a  warm Sunday”.  Billy  Corgan (The 
Smashing Pumpkins)


